8                                EDITOR'S PREFACE

whicli they belong. The first two sections of The
Mail-Coach are noble pieces of prose - poetry, and more
successful, all in all, I think, than the appended " Dream
Fugue." Though that is an extraordinary piece of writing too,
and gains on one perhaps by repeated reading, the prefixed
direction f{ Tumultuosissimamente" rather repels one, as too
suggestive of artificiality and the flourished baton of the leader
of an orchestra ; and the total effect does not seem equal to
the exertion expended. The first three fragments of the
Suspiria, besides being but a kind of wreckage from prior
materials, are somewhat didactic in their tenor, and only pre-
pare the way, and that rather raggedly, for the " Memorial
Suspiria " and the fragments called " Savannah-la-Mar " and
"Levana and Our Ladies of Sorrow." Most memorable
pieces of impassioned prose-phantasy are all these three ; but
it is the last that is transcendent. Even alone, that would
have made De Quincey immortal.

Some space having been left after the conclusion of the
series of De Quincey's papers classed in this edition as his
"Tales, Romances, and Prose-Phantasies," we commence in
this volume the publication of those surplus papers of his,
pretty numerous and of different sorts, which may be thrown
together as Miscellanea. The bulk of these will follow in
our next and final volume ; and, as the arrangement there is
to be as nearly chronological as possible, the precedence in
the entire series is due to the two that appear in the present.
The Danish Origin of the LaJce-Oountry Dialect is of date
1819-20, and is taken from an interesting recent pamphlet
by Mr. Pollitt of Kendal, telling the story of De Quincey's
strange editorship of the "Westmorland Gazette." The long
paper on the Origin of the Eosicrucians and Free-masons is a De
Quinceyfied compilation from the German, done in 1824.
Though it is unpromising at the outset, and rather haggard
in form, the reader who may persist will find it full of
ingenious and curious matter.                                _ ,..